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Introduction 
 

 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level Second 
Language Urdu (3248) and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) 
relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is 
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.  
 
For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted: 

 
Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by 
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are 
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. 
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still 
have to do to improve their marks. 
 
This document illustrates the standard of candidate work for those parts of the assessment which help 
teachers assess what is required to achieve marks beyond what should be clear from the mark scheme. 
Some question types where the answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple 
choice, have therefore been omitted.  
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 

Question 

Mark scheme 

Example candidate 

response 

Examiner comment 

https://teachers.cie.org.uk/
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Assessment at a glance 
 

 
 

 
 
Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and 
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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Paper 1 – Composition and Translation 
 

 
 

Part 1: Directed Writing 
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Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Examiner comment – high 
 
The question requires candidates to respond to a stimulus comprising three bullet points under the topic 
heading of ‘Cycling’. 
 

Content 

Two marks may be awarded for each bullet point; either one aspect covered in detail or two separate 
aspects. 
The first point was on ‘The benefits of cycling’ and the candidate gave one detailed response that ‘cycling 
keeps people fit and healthy and improves the blood circulation’. Thus it was awarded a total of two marks. 
 
The second point was on ‘Problems associated with cycling’.  Here the candidate wrote ‘it takes time and is 
tiring’ and ‘people prefer cars nowadays’ which were awarded one mark each.   
 
The third point was ‘Suggestions for encouraging cycling in your area. This candidate wrote that ‘there 
should be separate roads for cyclists’. This was awarded one mark.  
 

Language 

In addition to this up to nine marks are available for quality of language.  
 
In this script the candidate’s language was generally accurate with only minor spelling errors. The candidate 
has successfully used a good range of vocabulary particularly in response to the first bullet point. The use of 

 throughout is appropriate and sentence structure used by the candidate shows a good grasp of       ہے، ہیں

tenses and gender usage. It was therefore awarded eight out of nine for quality of language. 
 
Mark awarded for content = 5 out of 6 
Mark awarded for language = 8 out of 9 
 
Total mark awarded = 13 out of 15 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
Content 

The first point was on ‘The benefits of cycling. The candidate gave one detailed response that ‘cycling keeps 
the body fit’ and ‘it makes you sweat which has cleansing effect on the body’. Thus it was awarded two 
marks. 
 
The second point was on ‘Problems associated with cycling’. Here the candidate wrote ‘a sharp thing can 
cause the tyre to lose air’ and ‘it makes it difficult when the chain slips and comes loose’. These two points 
were awarded one mark each. 
 
The third point was “Suggestions for encouraging cycling in your area”. The candidate wrote ‘there should be 
a gym’. This was awarded one mark.  
 

Language 

Although the language in this script was relatively easy to read it contained numerous spelling and 
grammatical errors. These included mis-agreements between verb parts e.g. ‘rahte hai’ on line 3 and ‘hote 
hai’ on line 13. 
 
The spelling errors occur very frequently in common words, such as ‘ata’ without the ‘madd’ sign over the 
‘alif’ and ‘take’ spelt with the wrong form of ‘te’ and with ‘bari ye’ instead of ‘choti he.’ These are considered 
as very basic errors even at this level. The content is however comprehensible and the points given for each 
prompt are clear without much ambiguity. Therefore, the response was awarded five marks out of nine for 
language according to the mark scheme. 
 

Mark awarded for content = 5 out of 6 
Mark awarded for language = 5 out of 9 
 
Total mark awarded = 10 out of 15 
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Part 2: Question 1 
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Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Examiner comment – high 
 
The response here was typical of candidates’ responses, in that the dialogue, although well written, lacked 
some relevant content.  
 
The parent’s objections were clear enough. On line 9 the father says ‘ it will cause you much harm’, while in 
line 24–26 the father says in response to the son’s stating how well his studies are going, ‘But if I give you 
one on that basis and you don’t get good marks in your exams, then what? You’ll have wasted all that time 
on your mobile?’. Therefore two marks were given for objections. 
 
In response to parent’s objection candidate has written: ‘everyone has got one’ and ‘It has a lot of 
advantages’.  The first comment was considered acceptable, but the second point does NOT constitute an 
argument for having one. Therefore only one mark could be given for arguments in favour. 
 
The decision or outcome was ‘we’ll see after you finish your exams’. One mark was given for the outcome, 
making a total of four content marks. 
 
The candidate’s language was very good overall with no grammatical errors of note and there were hardly 
any significant spelling errors, except for the spelling of “hal” ‘condition’ (although that was spelt correctly in 
the next line) and “zai’a”, ‘waste’. The parent’s part of the dialogue is quite well written and shows a good 
sense of idioms. The vocabulary used by the candidate is up to the mark and there are some complex 
sentence patterns used accurately with good use of connectives and relevant keywords, e.g. in line 16 and 
21. Therefore 13 marks are awarded for the language.    

 

Mark awarded for points against = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for points in favour = 1 out of 2 
Mark awarded for outcome = 1 out of 1 
Mark awarded for language = 13 out of 15 
 
Total mark awarded = 17 out of 20 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
This example is rather short; at about 110 words it is just over half the prescribed length of 200 words.  
As a result, although the required points for and against are given, the argument is not properly developed. 
The conversation looks too abrupt and lacks the natural flow which accounts for the deduction of marks for 
the quality of language.  
 
The parent makes the first point against in line 6: ‘This isn’t for children’. In the next line the candidate then 
makes the first point in favour:  “All my friends have got one, I’m the only one who hasn’t got one”. In line 14 
the parent responds to the child’s request for a touch screen phone by saying ‘You’ll ruin it!’. This gains 
another mark. The child replies, saying “No, I won’t use it all the time”, gaining the second mark. 
On hearing the child’s promise that he won’t use it all the time the parent says “I’ll go and buy you one 
tomorrow”. This gains the point for the outcome. Although short, the candidate was able to gain the full mark 
available for content. 
 
The written Urdu produced by this candidate is simple and of a very basic quality. Candidate has not used 
complex sentence patterns or vocabulary. Moreover, there are errors in verb structure as in ‘kahaiyi’ for 
‘kahiye’ in line 2 and similarly in line 3, writing ‘karege’ instead of karenge’.  
 
In line 9 the candidate uses the English word ‘afford’ written in Urdu script. There are some English words 
like ‘computer’, ‘keyboard’, ‘telephone’ etc. which are directly adopted in Urdu and there is no Urdu 
alternative for them. But, in case of the expressions which have an Urdu translation, although the English 
word is more popular and frequently used, it is to the benefit of the candidates that they use the Urdu word 
instead of the English. 
 

In line 11 ‘chota’ is misspelt.  
In lines 12 and 19 ‘dunga’ is misspelt. 
In line 13 ‘chahiye’ is misspelt. 
In line 14 ‘bigar” is misspelt. 
In line 16 ‘karunga” is misspelt. 
 

Apart from the quality of the Urdu, the shortness of the response also has an affect on the language mark. 

Due to short length of answer, it was awarded a mark in the next band down and given 6 marks. 

 

Mark awarded for points against = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for points in favour = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for outcome = 1 out of 1 
Mark awarded for language = 6 out of 15 
 
Total mark awarded =11 out of 20 
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Part 2: Question 2 

 
 

Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Examiner comment – high 
 
Content 

The letter starts with the appropriate address, date and pleasantries and finishes with an appropriate 
finishing sentence and signature and gains 1 mark. 
In the third line of the letter the candidate mentions a particular holiday, ‘askool ki chwtian’ so gets 1 mark for 
that too. 
 
There are three marks available for details of the programme but the next four lines of the letter the 
candidate writes about missing her penfriend so no marks can be awarded there. It is not until we get to the 
eleventh line that the candidate mentions going ‘samundar ke kinare’. That was rightly given a mark, as was 
the point about going to ‘ agle hafte pindi jaenge’. The rest of the letter is taken up with hope that parents will 
give permission but that was not considered as details of the programme. 
 

In total this script was awarded 4 marks for content. 

 

Language 

The candidate response shows a very good command over all aspects of language. There are only a few 
minor errors, as in using the English word ‘result’ instead of ‘natija.’ (Line 3) and using the grammatically 
incorrect form ‘apni yad deti hun’ (line 5) instead of ‘apni yad delati hun’. Apart from these, the response 
displays a very sophisticated and mature style of writing. A good range of vocabulary is used and complex 
sentence structures are successfully handled; reflecting a good sense of idioms. The adverbs used to 
describe plans and excitement are appropriate and up to the required standard. Therefore, the response is 
awarded 13 marks for language.  
 
Mark awarded for formalities = 1 out of 1 
Mark awarded for holiday = 1 out of 1 
Mark awarded for details= 2 out of 3 
Mark awarded for language= 13 out of 15 
 
Total mark awarded= 17 out of 20 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 

Content 

The letter starts with the appropriate address, date and pleasantries and finishes with an appropriate 
finishing sentence and signature and scores 1 mark. 
 
There is a mention of ‘school se do mahine ki chwti’ and a mark was given for that. 
 
Three marks were available for details of the programme but in this example only “Pakistan gamne” is 
mentioned which was interpreted as “Pakistan ghumne”, touring Pakistan so a mark was given for that item. 
 
The quality of the handwriting in much of the rest of the letter made it rather hard to discern exactly what was 
being written. In all three marks were awarded for content. 
  

Language 

The problem in weaker scripts is not that the candidate does not know Urdu, rather that they do not know 
how to write it. This script is an excellent example of this, where there are some words and phrases which 
are extremely hard to read. 
 
It is possible to see that the candidate had demonstrated an underlying knowledge of Urdu structure and 
grammar but was not adept at handling the script. There are complete sentences with appropriate beginning 
and ending but very poor spellings create ambiguity. Agreement between verbs and verb parts and the use 
of appropriate vocabulary, e.g. the first and last paragraph; reflect a fair knowledge of language usage. But 
the main body of the letter comprises of poorly scripted sentences which do not convey any meaningful 
information. Therefore this candidate’s script was given a mark of 7 out of 15 putting it in the middle band.  
 
Mark awarded for formalities = 1 out of 1 
Mark awarded for holiday = 1 out of 1 
Mark awarded for details= 1 out of 3 
Mark awarded for language= 7 out of 15 
 
Total mark awarded = 10 out of 20 
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Part 3 
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Mark scheme 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 
Most of this candidate’s translation is not only accurate but also the meaning is generally well conveyed.  

Sentences are well formed and reflect a good sense of idioms which gives a natural flow to the translation. It 

has a cohesive and coherent text, as well as an awareness of the audience. There are, in all, six errors.  

 

The first error occurs in line 3, where the candidate has omitted the word ‘clearly’ which could be ‘saf zahir 

hai’ or ‘ sidhi si bat hai’ or the like.  

 

In line 9 the candidate has again omitted to translate something, in this case a verbal aspect indicator, this 

time ‘can be’, which should be rendered as ‘ho sakta hai.’  
 

In line 11 there are two errors; firstly, ‘rad e ‘amal’ for ‘routine’, which should be ‘ma’mul’, and secondly, 
rendering ‘subjects’ as ‘’unvan’ instead of the correct word ‘mazmun’ or ‘mazameen.’ 
 

The next line (12) also contains an error; where the candidate has used ‘bacchon’, ‘children’ instead of the 
correct word for ‘students’ which is ‘talyb ‘ylm.’ 
 

The last error in this script occurred on line 18 where the candidate has again used the term ‘rad e ‘amal’, on 

this occasion for ‘rude’, which should be ‘badtamizi’. 
 

Six marks for these six errors were deducted from 40 and divided by two to produce a mark of 17. 

 
Total mark awarded = 17 out of 20 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
At this level, the response should demonstrate fairly well constructed sentences conveying the information in 

a coherent way. Tenses in the original text should remain the same in the translation. The adverbs of time 

and space etc. should not be neglected while translating the text. English words which have Urdu 

alternatives should be translated even if the English word is more commonly used in spoken language. 

 
Although the meaning is generally comprehensibly conveyed, there are many more errors than can be seen 

in a high level response. There are many errors. Examples include the on line 1 where the ‘go to’ in ‘go to 
live” is omitted. The rest of the sentence is very poorly translated, resulting in two more lost marks. The next 

sentence has several omissions, including ‘clearly’ as in the example above but totally failing to render ‘that 

takes some time to be fluent’ as anything like “ravani hone men kwch waqt lagta hai’.  
 

In the next sentence ‘In some countries people drive on the other side of the road’ was written as ‘ koi koi 
mulk men log dusri taraf road ke celate hain’ and later on ‘crossing the road’ is written as ‘road cross kare’. 
Twelve marks were lost in this first paragraph. 

 

As in the higher level response, in line 9 the candidate has omitted to translate a verbal aspect indicator, this 

time ‘can be worrying’, which here could be rendered as ‘ghabra sakte hain.’  
The inability to translate common English words into Urdu is noticeable, not only in the weaker candidates, 

but also in the more adept ones also. Here the candidate has used ‘rool’ written in Urdu for ‘qavaid’, and 
likewise, ‘subject’ for ‘mazmoon.’ In the final sentence in this paragraph, the candidate has used ‘bacchon’, 
‘children’ instead of the correct word for ‘students’ which is ‘talyb ‘ylm.’ and has rendered ‘new experience’ as 

‘nai ciz’ Instead of ‘naya tajruba’. Six marks were lost in the second paragraph. 

 

In the first line of the third paragraph the candidate omitted ‘first’ or ‘pahle’. Later on ‘we would never dare to 

look our teachers in the eye when talking to them as it is considered very rude’ was written as if the English 

text had read ‘we couldn’t look them in the eye when talking, that made them very angry.’  
 

The final error is again an omission; this time ‘over here’ is left out. Twelve marks were lost in the third 

paragraph. 

 

It is interesting to note that, the errors can be divided into three main categories. 

1. The first is the wrong word or phrase, as in line 14 using ‘baccon’ for talyb ‘ylm’. 
2. The second is the use of English words as in the errors in line 6, 8, 11 and 12. 

3. The third is errors by omission either from carelessness or not knowing the Urdu word. 

 

Overall there were 23 errors noted in this script, resulting in a mark of: 

40-23 =17 ÷ 2= 8 ½. This is rounded up to 9. 

 

Total mark awarded = 9 out of 20 
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Paper 2 – Language Usage, Summary and Comprehension 
 

 
 

Part 1: Language Usage Questions1–15 

 



Paper 2 – Language Usage, Summary and Comprehension 

 Cambridge O Level Second Language Urdu 3248 39 

 

Part 1: Language Usage Questions 1–15, continued 
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Part 1: Language Usage Questions1–15, continued 
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Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 

 



Paper 2 – Language Usage, Summary and Comprehension 

 Cambridge O Level Second Language Urdu 3248 43 

 

Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Examiner comment – high 
 
Part 1 is divided into three sub parts, Questions 1–5 are idiomatic phrases which have to be used in 
sentences. This candidate’s response consists of grammatically correct sentences structured in a way to 
display the idiomatic meanings of the given phrases.  
 
Questions 6–10 require the candidates to transform the given sentences from past tense to future tense.  
For Questions 11–15, suitable words have to be chosen from the list to fill in the gaps. This candidate has 
wrongly answered Question 14.   
 
Mark awarded for Questions 1 _ 5 = 5 out of 5 
Mark awarded for Questions 6 _ 10 = 5 out of 5 
Mark awarded for Questions 11 _ 15 = 4 out of 5 
 
Total mark awarded = 14 out of 15 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
Middle level responses for Questions 1–15 should have most of questions correctly answered on the whole, 
showing the candidates’ ability to understand and use the target language appropriately. This candidate was 
not able to use idiomatic phrases in Questions 2–5 correctly, whereas he/she accomplished the task 
successfully in Questions 6–10 and made one mistake in the last sub part i.e. Questions11–15.  
 
Mark awarded for Questions 1 _ 5 = 1 out of 5 
Mark awarded for Questions 6 _ 10 = 4 out of 5 
Mark awarded for Questions 11 _15 = 4 out of 5 
 
Total mark awarded = 9 out of 15 
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Part 2: Question 16 
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Part 2: Question 16, continued 
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Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Examiner comment – high 
 
In Part 2, candidates are required to write a summary consisting of about 100 words of the given passage, 
including at least two points each for five given prompts 16a - 16e. The high response shows almost all the 
points have been addressed to and within the word limit. Occasionally one or two points are missed out, for 
which marks are not granted. Although this candidate has given two points each for all five prompts, two 
points for the last prompt do not convey the accurate information and thus, the marks could not be granted.    
 
The candidates should avoid over-generalisation while reproducing information briefly. Omitting the key 
words that give some specific information can change the meaning of a sentence; thus, they should 
summarise the given information in a way to convey the accurate meaning and exclude irrelevant details. For 
this task, candidates should be able to distinguish well between the key information and extended 
information about the same point, so that they can avoid giving extra details and complete this task 
successfully within the given word limit. It is always a good idea to check the summary carefully with the 
original text. Make sure that the meaning hasn’t changed, and all the main points are included. Candidates 
should use their own words, and wherever possible, avoid lifting big chunks of text straight from the passage.  
 
Mark awarded for (a) = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for (b) = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for (c) = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for (d) = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for (e) = 0 out of 2 
 
Total mark awarded = 8 out of 10 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
Middle level responses for this question have most of the required points within the specified word limit. 
Almost all the prompts have been addressed, but sometimes only a single point is given for some particular 
prompts instead of two. In this particular response, only one point each is given for prompts b, c and e. In 
other cases, when either a point is missing or the information given is incomplete or inaccurate, a mark could 
not be awarded.   
 
Mark awarded for (a) = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for (b) = 1 out of 2 
Mark awarded for (c) = 1 out of 2 
Mark awarded for (d) = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for (e) = 1 out of 2 
 
Total mark awarded = 7 out of 10 
 



Paper 2 – Language Usage, Summary and Comprehension 

 Cambridge O Level Second Language Urdu 3248 57 

 

Part 3: Comprehension Passage A & B 
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Part 3: Comprehension Passage A & B, continued 
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Mark scheme Passage A 

 
 

Mark scheme Passage B 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Examiner comment – high 
 
Part 3 has two comprehension passages followed by questions based on these passages. High responses 
should display a thorough understanding of passages as well as the questions and a good ability to extract 
and present the required information according to each question. In the above candidate script, almost all the 
questions have been attempted well, with the exception of only a few where the questions had not been 
completely understood. This candidate in the second part of answer for Question 23 did not clearly state that 
it was for the safety of the sentinel tribe, thus a mark was not awarded.  
 
The candidates at this level should be able to understand key words / phrases in the question and also relate 
these back to the passage. Most of the answers in this candidate script show a good understanding and all 
parts of the questions are answered. But occasionally, parts of answers do not carry specific pieces of 
information from the text and remain ambiguous, which accounts for the marks not being granted. If specific 
details are given in the text, then a generalised or ambiguous answer is not accepted. A more able candidate 
is expected to read and understand fully and show ability to infer, avoiding any ambiguity in their answers.   
 
 
Mark awarded for Question 17 = 0 out of 1  
Mark awarded for Question 18 = 3 out of 3 
Mark awarded for Question 19 = 3 out of 3 
Mark awarded for Question 20 = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 21 = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 22 = 1 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 23 = 1 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 24 = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 25 = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 26 = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 27 = 2 out of 3 
Mark awarded for Question 28 = 3 out of 3 
Mark awarded for Question 29 = 3 out of 3 
 
Total mark awarded = 26 out of 30 
 
 



Paper 2 – Language Usage, Summary and Comprehension 

 Cambridge O Level Second Language Urdu 3248 63 

 

Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
This candidate shows a fairly good understanding of the information material and questions. Question 17 
was not properly understood by the majority of lower ability candidates. The statement given as the answer 
in this candidate’s script is only the repetition of the question statement lifted from the text. The key 
information in Question 26 has been missed out, which accounts for this not being awarded marks. Most of 
the questions have been partly answered and some information required by the question has been missed 
out. The candidates must read the questions very carefully and if there is more than one part in the question, 
they must respond to all of them by selecting relevant information from the text. It is to the benefit of the 
candidates, that they consider the marks allocated for the question too; as the marks correspond to the level 
of responses they are expected to include in their answer. Moreover, they must carefully select the key 
words from the question and relate them back to the text in order to score good marks. It is recommended to 
read the passage carefully at least twice. When answering the questions, candidates should not use outside 
knowledge in selecting or formulating their answers. Any answer that cannot be supported with information 
written or implied in the passage should be eliminated. 
 
 
Mark awarded for Question 17 = 0 out of 1  
Mark awarded for Question 18 = 1 out of 3 
Mark awarded for Question 19 = 3 out of 3 
Mark awarded for Question 20 = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 21 = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 22 = 0 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 23 = 1 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 24 = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 25 = 2 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 26 = 0 out of 2 
Mark awarded for Question 27 = 2 out of 3 
Mark awarded for Question 28 = 2 out of 3 
Mark awarded for Question 29 = 1 out of 3 
 
Total mark awarded = 18 out of 30 
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